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EVERY MONTH, RETRO GAMER WILL BE LISTING ITS FAVOURITE WEBSITES AND
INTERVIEWING SOME OF THEIR KEY MEMBERS. THIS ISSUE WE SPEAK TO DARREN
CALVERT, CO-FOUNDER OF THE RATHER ESSENTIAL VC REVIEWS WEBSITE
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When did you set up VC Reviews?

Darren Calvert: We set up VC Reviews in
November 2006 to coincide with the Amencan
launch of the Wii. We'd heard about the Virtual
Console service and anticipated that it would be a
huge success based on its exciting launch line-up,
s0 we were pretly sure a website dedicated to the
service would be popular.

Why did you decide to just cover the VC and not
Live Arcade or Sony’s PSNY

DC: | think the attraction was as hardened retro
gamers ourselves, we were already so familiar
with the sorts of games that come on to the Virtual
Console that it felt more natural 1o review those
games. We have, however, gone on 1o launch a
new site dedicated to WiilWare, called WiiWare
World (wwwowilware-world.com), which has
proved to be incredibly popular in the short time
the WilWare service has been running.

What gives the VC Reviews website the edge over
similar sites?

DC: We've seen many other Virtual Console-
themed sites popping up and then fading away
over the past year. | would say the main thing
that gives us the edge is that we have reviews
for all of the games. We haven't shied away
from reviewing some of the more tricky titles. In
addition to that we are also very quick off the
mark having often prepared the reviews in the
hackground beforehand.

What's the most popular part of the site/
DC: | would like to say our reviews, but at
tha moment more than ever | would say the

comments section of all our news and game pages.

There is a large critical mass of retro gamers
across Europe, North America and Australia who
visit the site regularly to give their two penca on
the latest news or games. Sometimes News stones
can have more than 100 comments in less than a
day, which is frankly overwhelming!

How can our readers contnibutea?
DC: The easiest way for Retro Gamer readers to

"THERE ARE ALQOT OF
RETRO GAMERS FROM

EUROPE, NORTH AMERICA
AND AUSTRALIA WHO VISIT
THE SITE REGULARLY”

contribute is by participating on our comments
boards. Our reviews are one source of help for
someone considening downloading a VC title, but
there is always a plethora of varying opinions
depending on how rose tinted your retro goggles
happen to be, Check out the comments on our
Zelda N (NES) review to see what | mean!

What's your favourite game on the VC and why?
DC: My personal favourite game on the Virtual
Console has to be Super Mario World, A
predictably boring choice, but what can | say? After
all thesa yvears it is still as much fun to play and |
never tire of completing all 96 exits avery now and
then when | have the spare time. | am currently
really enjoyving Star Parodher, which is an import
PC-Engine game, however. | didn't get the chance
to play this at the time, so | am enjoying it all the
more now. That's one of the great things about the
VC, avery now and then it throws up a forgotten
gem such as this
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Although it's been available for less than two years there's
already a huge amount of content svaillable on the Virtual
Console download service. But how do you separale the

Step forvward VC Reviews, possibly thie best onling sie
dedicated to Nintendo's online service. It has entertaining
roviows up within hours of games being available, artwork |
by ex-Mean Machines artist Gary Harrod and a sense of style |
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