A REALLY !

After three long years of waiting, Nintendo has finally released
their 16 bit Super Famicom. With all the rumours flying around
that this would be the console to end all consoles, Robert Swan
took a good, hard look at what could really be the future of com-
puter entertainment...

LOOK AT THE

SIZE OF THAT
THING

Oir rather, the lack of . The first thang
you really notice about the Famicom is
ils size, a sleek compact grey unit
measuring 200mm x 240mm x &lmm,
with a cartrigge siol, a power Swilch, a
carirdge epect bullon, and a resel
swilch. Al the hear of the beasl hes a
16 bil processor, with a number of
other video and audio chaps (Lhe lattar
using both digital and PCM sound)
The graphics chip provides 8 maxi-
mum resolution ol 2048x256 pixels
and can display 32,768 colours! Other
dalails are limiled al the moment, dua
to the fact that Ninlendo are a intia
hasilant to gve thesr sacrels away, Dul
we know for a fact thal there are sev-
eral hart ..ara chips in thara (0 Qo spe
cial things like rotate the scraen and
fip and 200m Spriles

The controls pads are QuiThe nnova
irve, 100, With lour coloured fire buttons
on the pads surface, but as well as
that, thera are "lafi® and “rnght® sieanng
butions on the lop of the pad! Thasea
are very comioriable to hold, and al-
though the usual "finger cramp” sets in
afler a whea, i goesnt hit 100 hard
and doesn i cause 100 mMuch Qiscom
fort

YOU CAN'T
KEEP A GOOD

PLUMBER
DOWN...

Thal Mano bloke's back aqa n - this
lime in Super Mano World. i vou
I|"“L.l'.;| il the other 'h'ee Mario adven-

Ures Wwere good, you'd betler prepars
':,-l}l_,."E."' this gne *-1"'.=q'1|-1.:=. all thraa
nito oblivion]

Taking a similar style of play, SM4
conlains the most amazing grapmcs -
the amount of colour and the minute
delailing on the sprites 15 just stunning
(lake a koo al he pics o you Gon 't be-
lieve us)! The visual gags are still there



UPE

n abundance - at certain stages, Mario
of Lungl can ¢chmb on a dinosaur, which
likes {0 eal nashies, then spit them out
as firshalls!

The sound is Just as exquisite, with
jolly bouncy tunas, the most fantasiic
sampled pland we'va ever heard, and
the echo ol every sound when you're
underground! And the most incredible
thing about it all, is that SM4 actually
comes free with tha machine!

GAMES ON
THE WAY...

The only other game available at the
moment is F-£Lero, a hell-tor-leather 3D
road racing game, which places you al
the controls of a nippy airskimmaar
Audio-visually, thera’s nothing lo touch
this on any maching al the momeant,
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and it's as playable as heck, too!

To come in the not-too-distant fu-
ture, thera's Super GGhouls and Ghosts
|a rezzed-up version of the Capcom
coun-0p), R-1Type Il (which looks par-
ticularty flashy), Gradius Ill, Final Fight,
Bombuzal and Populous (yep, it had to
gatin there someawhera). If the first two
games are anything to go by, thesa
others should be little short of spacta-
cular when they finally arrive

HOW
MUCH??!!

In Japan the Super Famicom sealis al
the equivalent of just over £100, but
some gray imporars will be selling it
for between £350-400 mark - a hafty
mark-up you may think, and almost as
bad as the Neo Geo (though at least
thie games will be cheaper - between
about £35 and £40)

imporiers say that the reason for
the vast price tag is the fact that
Japanese stocks sold out almost in-
stantaneousty, and unils are in such
shorl supply thal they are being
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charged £300 cosl price. Aller Chrisi-
mas, when more slochs becomea avail
able they hope 10 be able 10 bang the
price down o aboul £200

Traditionally, Mintendo release thair
machines in Japan firsl, then Amenca,
and only when the machinegs are weall-
eslablshed there are they launched in
Europe. The Super Famicom's US ne-
laase dale is to be lalte in 91, 50 the
day we Brits are able 1o pop inlo Dix-
ons and pick up an official machine
I00ks 10 be a long way off.

THE VERDICT

Ukay, so there's been a long wait for
the Super Famicom, bul now il's really
hana, and the verdict s that it's delinite-
ly been worth the wail - it's simply the
besl home enterlainment machine
we've seen yel. If this new console
gets even half of thea support the NES
recened, this could be the console of
the future. Keep reading G+VG for up-
to-the-minuteé news and reviews - as
00N as the new games appear, you ll
be the firsi 1o know aboul them



