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Amstrad recently took a group of journalists to Paris to announce
the launch of three new machines - the GX4000 console (which
takes ROM cards only and has 64k memory), the CPC 464 Plus
(which features a built-in cassette deck and has 64k memory) and
the CPC 6128 Plus (which has a 3-inch disk drive and 128k of mem-
ory). Julian Rignall was there...
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SOUNDS GHASTLY

Annoyingly, the sound is the same as
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lars, bul 15 now produced in slereo via
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¥ Burnin” Rubber is a Wec
Le Mans type ROM car-
tridge that comes free
wilh all machines.

FREE GAME

All machines come with a free ROM
cariridge called Burnin® Rubber, a col-
ourful WEC Le Mans style game that
was developed by Ocean especially
for the new Amsirads. The 464 Plus

also has BASIC on the ROM cartridge,

and the 6128 Plus also comes with
CPM

PLAY THE OLDIES

A big bonus is thal the 464 Plus and
the 6128 Plus all run existing Amstrad
software, giving them an immed:ate
huge software library. New software is
currently being developed by top soft-
ware houses 1o make use of the ma-
chines’ new hardware, some of the
more nolable titles being Robocop 11,
Shadow Warriors, Operation Thunder-
bol, Plotting, Special Criminal Investi
gation, Pang, Navy Seals, Toki and
Battle Command. As well as Ocean,
US Gold, Domark, Loriciels, and Tilus
are amongst many firms developing
software for the new machines. All
games will be released on ROM car-
irdge lor the GX4000 console. as well
as [ape and disk tormalts

THE VERDICT

The two new compulers are axciling
machines, with remendous graphics
capabililies - bul they are pricey. The
464 Plus is £229.00 with black and
while monitor and £329.00 with colour
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A The GX4000 console is a

neat looking machine -
shame about the control
pads, though!
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monitor, and the 6128 Plus is £329.00
with mono monitor and i5 & hefty
£429.00 with colour monitor, Black and
white monilors are fine if you wani lo
use the maching lor doing things other
than playing games. bul really you do
meed 10 buy a colour monitor for en-
|joyable gaming - and thal puts them up
wilh the cost of an 5T or Amiga (admif-
tedly without moamtor, but the 16 bit ma-
chnes do have TV moedulators - is the
manilor really that important?)

The fact thal they're able to run
existing Amsirad software and take
ROM cartridges as well as running
thes own software is good, and though
the machines are pricey, they're easily
the besi B bil compulers around, ca-
pable in some cases ol maiching and
éven beating the specifications of the
ST - which can't be bad at all!

The GX4000 is a different story,
price-wise, Il's a neal-looking and tech-
mcally impressive console thal has an
awiul lot of potential at the very low
price ol £99.00. The main criticism is
that the joypads are pretty naff (finger
cramp sels in vary quickly), but at leasl
the joystick sockets are standard, so0
you can plug in your favourite stick for
long-term, ache-free gaming! Other
tham that, the GX4000 is a graphically
superh console, is techmcally far better
than the Ninlendo and Sega Master
Syslem and has a very exciting line-up
ol games coming in the nol-too-distant
future. It's definitely well worth check-
ing out if you're after a decent consaole
for Christmas




