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plug in Top Gear

Top Gear offers the usual blend of top-speed thrills
A" spills as you race through seven dilerant countnes,
gach with their own range of dangerous tracks to
mastar. Bul whareas previous Super MES games
have resiricted the lun o just one player, Top Gear
n @n all-or-nothing

enables two players 10 batile b oul
bed fos glory!

Do yiou reckon you hded (e drveng mafile of a
Mansall? Or s the sluggish speed of a shambling
Skoda the best you can achieve? Check oul Top Gear

and see lor yoursell®
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A The races mowve on (o' Paris (nole the Eiffel
Tower in the background)! The red car lakes
on the while in an all-or-nothing race for Top
Gear supremacy. White has the slight
advaniage of starting a position ahead.

IN MY CAR

Should you glance al the player
select screen, youll find an oplion
o change the fine aulomobide that
you lake o the Top Gaar
championships, Four vehiclas ana
available, each with thair own
sirenglhs and weaknesses
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REVIEW

Super MES speed freaks who've conquered the
likes of F-Zerp and F1 Exhaust Heal will doubiless
n excitemeni when (hey

| LIKE DRIVING
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The red car has the highest 1op
gpeed oul of all four cars, bul its
accalaration isn'l 100 kol and the
tyre grip leaves a lol (o be desired
Add e the hlgr‘- Tued consumplion
and you have a car that is best lefi
o Top Gear experis

TOP SPEED: 147 mph

0-80: 5.9 seconds

TYRE GRIP: Low

FUEL CONSUMPTIOMN: High

A It's a close one here in the Sahara Desert, as
F the red car uses his speed advaniage o pull

The blue car is a fthe batter than
the sad magenta effor. IU's gol the
sameé 1op spead wilh imphoved
handling and pokier acceleration
A fine automobile for Top Gear
players who've just found their feal
in the game.

TOP SPEED: 137 mph

0-60: 4.3 seconds

TYRE GRIP: Medium

FUEL CONSUMPTION: Medium
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This car isn'l g0 greal. being about
as uselul as a threg-whaalaed rollar
skale. Allhough 1S 10p Spead 15
praity good, its handling s pratty
awlul, the accelerabon plodding
and is fuel consumption
unramarkable

TOP SPEED: 137 mph

0-60: 5 saconds

TYRE GRIP: Low

FUEL CONSUMPTION: Medium



GET IN GEAR

On the player selection screen,
you have the opon (o choose
whether your fing vehicle is
equipped with a manual or
automatic gearbox. The automatic
box is good for beginners, but the

COMMENT

When you play it on your own, Top

Gear is a challenging and

enjoyable racing game with plenty

an offer 1o keep you occupied.
With two players, though, it really
comes into its own and provides
some of the best simultaneous
head-to-head driving action I've

experienced on console. The sheear
amount of cars and the twisting
course make for intense

J U LlAN competition, with much
sideswiping, culting up and ramming in evidence!
It"s truly brilliant fun - we even had a load of
greebos in from the Motorcycle News magazing
advertising department coming in to play it! The
graphics and sound certainly aren't the greatest
I've seen, but if it's out "n’ out racing thrills 'n’
spills you're after, this is a Super NES-ossity.

manual transmission offers quicker W Before each race, you are given a run-down

& MHere's the screen that lels
you choose betwesn
manual and sutomalic gear
boxes. Real men adopt the
manual frangmission,

Beginners are advised (o try
the autamatic box.

The whila car is parhaps he basi
chowce for newcomers 1o Top
Gear, Although its top speed is
deacsdedly lackng caompared 1o tha
athad molors, 1S grip & skill and
ihe low fuel consumption s a
boon. Its acceleralion is the besl
aut of all four cars!

TOP SPEED: 131 mph

0-60: 3.5 seconds

TYRE GRIP: High

FUEL CONSUMPTION: Low

on the track siatistics. Here you decide
whether you are going o need o get exira
fuel for your motor.
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A This track combines the
high grip of tarmac with the
shambling handling
associated with sand.,

Tumbleweeds tend to roll

onto the track too. Avoid

these or they 'l slow you
down.

TURBO AGTION

Al the beginning of each race, your high-speed
automaobsle is aquipped wilth three nitro boosts. As you
may expecl. once ignited, a nitro boosts the lop speed
of your car to almost unmanageable levels! Unless
you're a réally skill driver, your best bel 15 keaping
hold of your nitros lor long siraighis on ihe Irack
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A A wide road here should cavse no problems
for Top Gear players. Burn rubber!

LIGHTS IN THE NIGHT

Some of the Top Gear fracks are played in the night!
This means thal visibility during the race is poor, 50 be
gxira careful during thesa rounds. Luckily, your carns
has headlights thal automalically activale on lhese
rounds - the gnly problem is thal they're really not very
good!
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& Check oul the world
rankings in Top Gear!
Reckon you're good enough
fo reach the top?

COMMENT

The programmers sent this lopper
road racer to us earlier this year
and it had me and Jaz hooked lar
ages. Okay, from the screanshots
you might think that Top Gear is a
A bit average, but you haven'it seen
the speed of the game or sampled
the amazing gameplay! Top Gear is
simply the most amazingly
playable road racer yet devised. |

cannot aptly describe the shaar
H ICH leeling of speed thal Top Gear
manages to convey, especially when you make
use of one of your three nitros. Add in the
two-player mode mode and you have whal can
only be described as one of the most competitive
games yet devised. There are no grumbles about
the lack of variety either. There are many tracks to
conguer and four cars to attempt this task with. |
thought that F-Zero and F1 Exhaust Heat were the
best examples of the racing genre, bul | was
wrong. Everylhing you really need from a road
racer is in Top Gear!
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SPLIT'SBHEEH
SKYLARKING

Top Gear i1 a split-scresn road
racer (as you mosl probably
figured out for yourselves by
Ioking al the many pictures on the
page). In ane-player mode, the
compuler oooupies the lower
scrgan proniding a stlf challenge
to the player. In two-player mode,
the second parbcipant uses he
lower-hall of the screen, The
scraenshols cannal convay the
sheer speed of the game, or the
incredible fun of the bwo-player
moda

PRESE ETART

i P852 REACD
D re8F GREALTIN GRAPERICE I8

BY: KEMCGO
PRIGE: £39.99

RELEASE DATE: OUT NOW
GAME DIFFICULTY: MEDIUM
LIVES: N/A
CONTINUES: NONE
SKILL LEVELS: 3
RESPONSIVENESS: TOPPER

PRESENTATION 33%

Greal. Three skl levels, 5 password featura,
and even an oplion o select either miles per
hour or kifometres per hour on your speedao!

GRAPHIGS 83%

Nothing really oulslanding lo look out for,
but the visuals serve their purpose, and boy,

do they shift!

A wvariety of decent tunes and effects back

PLAYABILITY 34%

Playing Top Gear is immedialely fun and
addicfion sets in guwickly. Thare 5 even mare
gxcilement in two-player mode,

Completing the vast amount of fracks should
lake sometime, but it's the two-player mode
that keeps you coming back o [his one,

OUERALL 32%

A truly superb road racer that’s even
better in two-player mode. A truly
essential purchase.




