MEGADRIVE
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& The brilliant Five-Way shol in action

oll, guess whal? Aliens are invading again, and

i's up 1o you 1o siop them in your lurbocharged
laser death-spitting starfighter of doom. Surprise!
Surprise! Surprisal

On the first level the acton is viewed from above,
and you have Lo fy around the mulbdirectionally
scrolling screen and blast lour ground mstallations.
Naturally they're well defended, and swarms of aerial
craft iry and stop you in your tracks,

Neulralise the quartel of largeds and you mowve onto
the next level, a horizonlally scrolling affair that's once
again packed wilh very hostile abens and a big
guardian at the end. Once that's out of the way it's
back 1o an overhead view, and the game continues 1o
swilch wviewpoinis in thal order all ihe way through its
nine levels

Throughout the game there are a wide variety of
power-ups 1o collect which are activaled by judicious
use of the A bution. Drones, three-way, wide-shol,
and many more give you the abdity 1o cut great
swathes through the enemy. Each weapon has ils
strenglhs and weaknesses, 50 careful choice is
reguined.
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A The huge tank ai the end of level 2.

« Lile Dive nashies swirm around you - il's
lxsa&r Himé!

BIG blue nastieal Time 1o run away. P

TOP YOUR SCORE

Thunderforce |1l has plenty of secret bonuses. For
example, clearing the first screen in under a minule
@ives you a hiedty 250,000 poinls bonus. And on lavel
two there's a 500,000 point bonus for... well, we're nol
going fo tell you - bul it's got absolutely nothing 1o do
wilh shooling things. See il you can discover how 1o
get il
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THE SEQUEL CDMETH REVIEW

Cusrently available on impaort, and
officially available in this country

nexi year is Thunderforce 111, It COMMENT
carres on from this vérsion with - .

it addition of more powarful " -

weapons, @ven meaner aliens and P e '

some ol the most astonishing wareie |

graphics we've seen on the i — Ej__‘r.‘

Megadrive. Looking even furthes 15its o W

inlo the fulure, we've discovered y» b s Ly e ||

thal programmers Technosofiare |+ ' & - iady ) +

currently working on Thunderorce |~ - tomds s foe o 5

IV, We'll ba featuring both these AR A €O S

games in lulure Ssues. v TR o3
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FIREPOWER UNLIMITED

There are plenty of power-ups to collect - some
are more powerful than others. Learn which one

suils your playing style the best.

WIDE SHOT: Devasiate those on eilher side of you!
TWIN: Megapower direclly ahead - good in tight areas.
CLAW: A drane which circles around your ship and
fires exira shols.

FIVE-WAY: Creates swarms of enafgy waves over a
wide area.

FLASH: Forward and rear-finng megablast
WAVE: Thick band ol hsgh firepower - tha besl lof the
horizontal levels.

CLASH: Medium power shols, bul covers a wide arsa.
DESTROY: A big swirkng energy burst - long pauses
between shols, though. =

HUNTERS: Reasonably powerful, bul home in on the
enemy




MEGADRIVE
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¥ Lawks-2-Lordy! Large Isser-lobbing louts Niter

later levals!

A  OK, you've gol the Destroy weapon, bul
wiere s the enemy?

COMMENT

Thunderforce i
is greal fun - for
awhile. Bul I
think you'll get
bored with it
tairly quickly, as
i the gameplay is
[ oaguer » quite limited.
Having two
different types of

MATT o

seclions is a
good idea, but neither farmat
sirelches the Megadrive to its
limits. This is true for the
graphics and sound as well - the
sprites aren’t particularly good,
the backdrops are alright and
the sound effects are meaty, bul
I think the machine is capable of
better. Having said that, the
aclion is fast and furious while it
lasts - | just wish there was

W Fun on the firal leval,
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T
BY: TECHNOSOFT
PRICE: £34.99

RELEASE DATE: MOV
GAME DIFFICULTY: MEDIUM
LIVES: 3
CONTINUES: 9
SKILL LEVELS: 3
RESPONSIVENESS: VERY FAST

PRESENTATION 78%

An aplions screan with gound test and threse

Bkill levels.

GRAPHICS 81%

The sprites are girighi, but the backdrops are

excelleni.
SOUND 85%

Thumping music and pleniy of corking
sound effects and speech!

PLAYABILITY

Straightforward blasting from the off,

LASTABILITY 80%

Nine lough levels to get through - and plenty
ol hidden bonuses.

OUERALL 82%

A fast and furious shool "em up which
should appeal to blasting fanatics.




