MEGADRIVE

REVIEW

Zuras the évil magician has been exiled (o the lar
wasielands of the aast, whare il i said that he has
bean consorling with loul, depraved demons
Unloriunately, Zoras and his new-found buddies have
returned o our green and pleasani land and have
viciously muldered good King Pallas. The guiding lghi
ol law and order has been snufled oul and awl
creéalures now roam the land.

Obwviously, al this point some kind of hero 15
required, and two such people are ready al hand o
dish aut the required wolence. Ener Brodan and
Shardan, a brother and sisler who have decided 1o rid
the land of Zoras and his depraved minions. The
player can choose gither of these muscle-bound
barbanans they wish 10 play as during the game,
although the choice ol characier in no way affects the
gameplay

The general gameplay involves walking across the
horizontally scrolling scréens using the Sword of
Sodan lo chop up any ol Joras’ minions 1hal you may
find. They may leave potions behind thal have many
and varied eflects on your barbarian hero.

Vanguished creaturas tand 1o
leave behind very helpful patio
Thesea all have a different atfact
For exampie, Some may gnid our
haro @xtra staming or a higher hi
strength. Others do nothing unless
YO MM tham wilh anather polon.
Dileren! combinalions pe oduce
differant resulls and produce Such

magical resulls as powernng up
sword with axtra lame power
ving & magical shiedd. Bul
baware! Some polon
ibinalions produce a hlghl'r

A A bit of hand-to-hand combal as eur hero bailles nn..

COMMENT

of Sodan is a tepid beal "em up effort which
should be avoided.

Jump o avold danger!

Whoops! Electronic Arts have a
reputation for qualily gear, and
unfortunately Sword of Sodan
doesn'l quile live up 1o
expactations. The graphics are
superb and the sound Isn't bad,
but the gameplay is sadly lacking
In any sorl of variely whatsoavar,
It's jusl a case of walk along and
cut things up with your anormou
sword. The polion mixing Idea is
guite novel, bul otherwise Sword

A The bog standard attack!

¥ The foes line up for the slaughle




SEVEN LEVELS
OF DOOM

The journey to Zoras’ lair is long and fraughl with
danger. Level ong lakes you to the City Gate, bul
belore you can progress you musl destroy Zoras'
contingent of guards. The Bncge ol Spikes comes
along nexi, where our hero mus, do ballle with yel
miord soldiers. The problem is ihal dhere is tha
ever-present danger ol being skewered wup the
backside with a wooden pole. Level three takes our
hero into the City Streets, where yel more soldiers and
a couple of giants lace up to the Sword of Sodan
Later on, the barbanian has (o cross he Zombie
Graveyard dealing with all manner ol spwils and
shades. Afler theyve been dispalched, Caslle
Cragganmore awails. Three more levels of hacking
and siaying remain before the final confrontation with
Zoras himsell. Bul baware, Zoras has lell plenty of
surprises for you in the castle loyer, underground
passage and mast lerrifying of all - Zoras' lower. ..

COMMENT

After a string of impressive titles,
Sword of Sodan comes as a b-l-g
disappointment. At first it looks
preity tasty, with impressive
opaning scréens, large spritas,
colourful backdrops and great
sounds. However, good as though
thay might ba, they simply don't
papar over the gaping cracks in
Sword of Sodan's gaomeplay. It's
J U LIAN just plain boring. Ponce your way
around the landscape jabbing at
the rather stupid enemy sprites and avoid the
cccasional hazard. There's simply nol enough
varlely, excitement and challenge (o keep you
coming back after you've played it a couple of
times.
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Wice in-game screens and a8 good feel within

i
|
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the game itself. |

Enormous, delailed sprifes and nice
backdrops, but the animation is pretty ropey.

Digitised effects abound, but they aren't of
an astounding qualily.

Initially quite addictive, bul the hack 'n’ slay
gameplay isn't really thal addictive...

«.and congegquently doeant keep you al the :
Megadrivé for long. There's jusl nol much of |
an urge o complete the game.

Brilliant graphics are let down by a very
monolonous game concepl. Save your
cash for something beflter.




