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arwin's theaory of evolution expresses the belief
thal pre-histosic man was a bi-ped capabla of
using his hands to carve infricate hunting lools,
Unioriunately ol' Charlie was complelely wrong, as is
made plainly obvious by the existence of Fred
Fhimsiona, While Fred doesn'l have a neck, he does
have a job, a car. a wile, a bowling pariner and a
house in the suburbs ol Bedrock

But the pleasant mayhem of the Flinistones’
ennstenca s ruined when a certam Dr Butler appears
in @ time machine, Alter explaining he is a 30th
Century zoo keeper, he whips away Dino and Hoppy,
the beloved family pels. Gazoo, Fred's alien buddy, is
just about to rev up his time maching in pursuill when
Dr Butler desfroys it, scattering the parts all over
Bedrock county.

Sad isnt it? Well before you start blubbing over
your NES, there is hope. Fred has been assigned the
jot of hunting for the scattered parts of the time
miachane. With the aid of hes trusty club and the
Flintstones clan, Fred has o make his way through
jungles, past gangsiers, and across walerways 1o hunt
down the valuable shrapnel. He even has to challenge
villains to baskelball matches on his guest! Bul when
Dino and Hoppy are safely back in suburban Bedrock,
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the family that laughed in the face of Dr Darwin, can
laugh even louder in the face of Dr Butler

YABBADABBADOO!

HANG ON

IN THERE *

As you might expect of a
prefsionc man, Fred is fighting fit.
Mot only can he leap and run, he
can alsa hang. If Fred wants 1o
reach a platform above him he is
able to crawl up using his chuniky
arms. The same principle lallows
whan lha athlefsc apeman can'
make a jump. Rather than fall to
his death, by grabbeng the edge of
the platlorm Fred scrambles o
salety!

A Garoo reconsiructs the time
machine

MEAN MACHINES

COMM EN_'I:

I can’t really say
= that The
g-fﬂ‘ Flintstones is

yﬂ one of my
o

faveurite
i cartoons, but
7" this NES

inlerprelation of

Fred's various

antics isn't bad
H|CH al all. The

backdrops and
sprites are instamtly reminiscenl
of the Harnna Barbera cartoon
series, and the various
creatures and large dinosaurs
ara all as faithful as you'll get,
Gameplay-wise, the Flinisiones
is prelly standard fare. It's yel
another platform game and |
couldn’t really find anything new
or outstanding in it that really
makes the game feel iresh or
exciling. Hawving said that. The
Flinistones isn't an awful
example of the genre and will
appeal to younger players and
fans ol the cartoon series
However, il it's platform action
you're alter, you're belter off
getling Super Maria I, Shadow
Warnor, Kabuki or Hescue
Rangers. All olfer far more in the
wiay of playability than this eftort.

A Fred forgets to feed the
family pat,

TOOLS OF
THE TRADE

Although Fred's leopard skin
all-in-one doesn’t frighten off
anemies, soma of his fighling lools
do. The lrusty club stays with Freg
at all times. It is particularly good
at bashing enemies coming head
af far a straight fight, Some are
mare cunning however, and shoot
at Fred with their pop guns. For
foes such as these, Fred needs o
gel his hands on the catapult, With
his impeccable aiming abilities,
Fred can lake baddies oul from a
distance. For those thal assaull
from above Fred needs the axe,
this travels in an arc and is also
good at killing enemies at a
distance
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During his journeys Fred comes HHEHE III.'IE. SEPTEMBER
across many barrels, Should he GAME IIIFI’IBIILI\'* EASY
sel aboul one with his club i
opens up reveakng a uselul lem.
Standard prehistonc grub ke
burgers and popcorn helps to raise

. his lile gauge. A hear brings Fred

R back to full life, and the axe and

- catapull prove handy in disposing
of enamies.

BARREL
OF FUN

A Basketball with
big mouth big bird.

COMMENT

GREEN AND
FRIENDLY

During my mis-spent youth, | was PHESE"T“'I“" 77 fl

an avid fan of The Flinistones. It is Title screens tell the tale and set the scene.

@h to this game's credit that it Despite having his spaceship There is a continue option for those who

! succeeded in bring the memories destroyed by the evil Dr Butler, need i,

flooding back. The animation and Gazoo is still ready 1o lend Fred a 0

graphics ceriainly evoke the hand al vanous slages in th Gmn Ics 79 ."’I
*modern stone age family ", what game. When Fred wanis to get 1o Characters look just like those in the
wilh dinpsaurs bones, prehisionc goma barrels but can't jump high cartoon, and the animation reinforces this

b;c_h;q:!m?s. and the familiar heroes enough. he has the chance to call style of approach.
and wvillains. Unfartunately the on the friendly little alien by
H O B gameplay comes siraight from the pressing start. Gazoo pops up and suuun 54n|".ll
stone age as well. The controls are EErErey S ERI. LR IE LG Y
somatimes slow to respond getling you inlo some e e Tk Lo The Flintstones fune is there, but it sounds
tricky situations. and the game suffers from quite he manages to save the racking of like it's being strangled. Nol many sound
alol of sprite Mlicker, These problems in brains so don't forget he's there! effects.

themselves need nol lel the game down, bul the vannllm 73‘!‘

lack of originality here, relegales this to jusl
another MES platform game (o add 1o the ever ADvICE Tha controls are a 5N sk 1 1o pr
times, and collision detection is dodgy on

growing pile. The Flinistones is also quile an easy
c OH NE H occassions.

game, and no real challenge to platform fiends

Despite my gripes, although | quite enjoyed
playing The Flintstones, I'm afraid you won't get a
“vYabbadabbadoo!® out of me!
There are guite a few slages, and plenty o
When Fred has almost managed look for but the gameplay isn't challenging
to complete a stage, one of his enough.
friends suddenly appears. They

- - give Fred some useful advice 0
; : about a boss he is approaching.
- . : : They may even pass on a weapon J

that hedps him to beat the boss.

Fhintstones fans will notice that for A pretty good example of the NES
some sirange reason Barnoy has platform game {as most of them are),
A Bamey and Wilma grind Fred's slone age nuls.  guaq his hair brown! but let down largely by a lack of
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originality and challenge.



