he strangely named Flicky is a small blue bird who

gels his kicks by travelling into cal-infested
terrilory, rescuing defenceless chicks from a fate
rathar ke lining a pussy's stomach,

In prder 1o save the day, Flicky travels around a
harizontally scrolling plathorm environment, collecting
chicks that follow his actions. Whaole chains of chicks
can be collected, all of them copying Flicky's
miovement until the whole train becomes a bizarre
kind of snake. With the chicks safaly in tow, Flicky
then returns 1o the portal, helplully marked “Flcky”,
which opans and admits any chicks Flicky's collected.,
Only when all the chicks are safaly stowed away is tha
leveal complete.

The cals themselves kill Flicky on contact, bul
thede are plenty of objects the bird-bke one collects
which are then lobbed to knock them oul. Shauld the
cats make coniact with any of the chicks follawing
Flicky. the chicks are left behind, and only contact with
Flicky again makes them follow him

There are couniless screans of platiorm-related
excilement, along with many bonus levels to tesl
Flicky's skills 1o their limits!
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pe. Okay, you don’t need 1o tell me.
j “'l. Flicky looks and sounds like the
Irurlt Megadrive in existence. lis
. v relarded graphics and moronic
i n;h sound make it appear like a
wen {\" shambling mockery of a sad
m iravesty. Bul try playing it! One
game was all it took for me 1o
I,fi F become horribly, horribly hooked.
=¥ Iats the games room | repeatedly
went, zombie-like until I'd had
J UL'A Nlnmh-r fix. Even now | want
another go. is gameplay is just so perfect; a
consiant test of reflexes as you teeler on a
knife-edge belwean playing it safe and ending up
with a rubbish score, or running the big risks and
gaoing for the mega-scoral IU's crazy, | know, that s
game 80 crappy, 8o laughably simple and
pathetic-sounding as this can prove 1o be more
addiclive, more challenging and more long-lasting
than virtually any ather Megadrive game, bul it's
true. Try it out and see what | mean!
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There's no compulsion in the game 1o collect all of the
chicks in one go and then proceed to the portal, but it
helps! The score multiplier gives you many bonus
points lor delivering all of the chicks in one go, and i
saves ma oo, thus yielding yel more bonus poinis al
ihe and of the leweal|

BONUSIERVO I

In grder to give the game a bit more variely, a bonus
leved occasionally crops up. Here, the pussy cats
spring-board chicks up inlo the air, and il's down o
Flicky 1o use his net 1o calch them. Again, massive
bonus poinis are on olfer lor catching all of the chicks
Later bonus levels see the chicks baing catapulted in
different directions and formations, thus making the
game more challenging still

BARCKES ARCYE

During the first few levels, the only thing cropping up
in the enemy sprite department are the cats. However,
later levels produce a deadlier foa. Tiny grsen
crealuras travel around the platform, even hanging on
to the underside of the platforms! These crealures are
deall with in much the same way as the cals. Just pick
up and flem and chuck it at ‘em!

immediate interest and
pulse-racing excitement were not
generated in copious quantities
when | first saw Flicky being
played. However, over the next few
days, many people seemed lo be
"disappearing” into the games
room lo sneak a quick go.
Curiosity aroused, | decided 10
give Flicky a go, and to my
incredible surprise | found mysell

R ICH addicted, despite the truly awiul
graphics (designed no doubt by some retarded
nursery school graduate) and very annaying
sound (culesy lunes have never sounded so
utterly nausealing!). Flicky just has a completely
brilliant game concept designed to keep you
hooked to the console. And though the graphics
are pathetic, this means there's tlons of memory
spare o provide you with many difterenl levels.
Most Megadrive games these days are completed
in one sitting, but Flicky's difterent, and provides a
truly long-lasting challenge. Buy it
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BY: SEGA
PRICE: £34.99

RELEASE DATE: NOW
GAME DIFFICULTY: MEDIUM
LIVES: 3

PRESENTATION 28%

Completely rubbish. Even the title screen is
pathetic, devoid of any options lo iweak or

even a nice pic to look at.
31%

A grapnical travesty, with liny sprites and
backdrops so awful, you'll think a six

year-old has drawn them.
The music and spot effecls are incredibly

annoying monstrosities.

i | 94%

Flicky offers a game so playable you'll wan!
to keep on going for ages - it's that good!

S0 many levels to complete, Flicky offers
months of satisfying play.

OUVERALL 927

An audio/visual abortion, Flicky still
delivers as one of the mos! playable
games of the year!




