MEGADRIVE

trange shapes are rather popular on the consoles.

Tetris and Columns have both bean big hits, with
their samilar themes of falling shapes. Now a new
game has arrived; Blockoul. Unlike the other two, this
is a three-dimensional game, with large lego-shapes
tumibling from the heavens

The threa buttons contral the spin of the block
along its three axes, and the start bution drops if into
the baliom seclion, When an entire coloured level is
complated it disappears lgaving more room for the
neéxt blocks. As with Telris, the blocks appear with
increasng speed. The oplions allow eilher flat blocks
[as in Tetris) or blocks with parts sticking oul in all
directons

In two-player mode the screen splits as the players
compete 1o finish a cerain number of levels belore the
other person manages 1o do it. Of course, if the blocks
reach the lop of the pil then it's game over
immedialely!
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COMMEN

I didn't think much of Blockoui
when it was released on home
computer formal, bul this
Megadrive version has baen
iweaked and smoothed out to
make it a highly enjoyable and very
challenging puzzie game. it doesn’t
seem like it at firsl, though, since
the awkward control method is
ditficult to get to grips with, and
you constantly make frustrating
l.l U LIANmIsmus- However, stick at it, and
once you know all the moves the game suddenly
becomes incredibly addictive! The icing on the
cake is the brilllant two-player mode, which adds a

new mnd vary compalitive aspact to the
proceedings. In fact, I'd go so far to say that it's
one of the best two-player head-to-head battles yet
devised on the Megadrivel Although Blockout
looks a bit boring, make sure you check it out
whaen you see it - you'll be surprised as to just how
good i Is.

OPTION
OPTIONS

IW's best 1o play Blockout with bwo
players, as the challenge to beat
someona else is better than just
getting beyond a cerlain level
Other options lel you increase or
decrease the dimensions of the pit,
delermine the speed of the falling
blocks and whather the blocks are
fiat or muli-surtaced, I you're after
a ridiculous lask, play the game on
"Out of control” level; it's
fantastically hard!




MEGADRIVE

REVIEW

COMMENT

I didn't think this
would be a patch
on Columns, bul
call me & duff old
codger if it isnt
a lol batter!
Although it isnt
as soothing as
Calumns (in fact
it's dawnrigh
MATI' infuriating), but
the excellent 30
perspective gives it a new
dimension (groan) in play. The
wo-player mode tends (o be a
ittla less playable because of
he lack of space on-screen, but
t means that you can challenge
a friend instead of just banglng
gway at the compuler. Don't be
put off by the bland
screanshots, this is a fantastic
game which every Megadrive
pwnar should seriously

A varigty of different options lel you vary [he
fype of game and the level you start on, and
there's also a superb two-player oplion.

]
Lef the maching do the work! B =

¥ The super iwo-player mode

Clear, smooth and straightforward graphics
display the action perfectly

Greal title tune and simple, bul appropriate
in-gama sffecls

Ii’s not an easy job getling the hang of the
conitrolz, but once il’s done the game s A joy
o play

This kind of game is only limited by the
player's abilities - you'll never beat if!

A highly addictive one-player arcade
puzzie game that also features one of
the best two-player Megadrive
challenges yel seen!



