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is may sound like some kind of slash ‘em up

Swords ‘'n” Sorcery lype game, bul beneath the
slightly ambiguous litle hies a Ninlendo version of the
classic game of mindless, rink-bound violence - Ice
Hockey.

The object is simple. Al each end of the rink lies a
goal and the objeclive is to hil the puck into the
oppositon’s goal. Nol surprisingly, the opposing team
wanl (o do exactly the same thing, so expect plenty al
midfieid malarkey before the serious goal-scorng
begins. There are hrea rounds of len minutes before
the linal whislle is called.

Belore you even hit Ihe sce, a number of game
oplions have 1o be sorled oul. You can anler your
team nio either a comiplele league or just a single
axhibition match. Then 's ol 1o choose which skill
level you wish o play al (junior, college, or
prolessional) and whal team you actually wish 1o play
as.

After that, it's down Lo your live on-screen hockey
heroes and your poypad skills o save the day!

JOLLY HOCKEY STICKS!

Control of your players couldn'l be easier. The joypad
controls the player closest 1o the puck while the
butions are used to conlrol the type of shot. Two types
are on offer, A simple passing shol using bution B
sends the puck along to the nearest player, whilst

bution A atlempis a shol al the opposing goal -
wherever you are on the lield!
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action is fast and | E—
) > incredibly furious (with a beat  Sam R e
'-| ‘em up element thrown in for e A
" good measure!) and the
. graphics, although a bit flickery
~ @l limes are lor the most part
. well-delailed with decent
animation. Lastability is perhaps
questionable, but with the
terrific iwo-player mode there's
no excuse nol to puck ofl - now!
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Ah! The swish of skales against
Ice. The thwack of slick against
puck. The thump of list against

action is best apprecialed with
two-players (just make sure the
violence happens on the scresn
and not off it), but that's not 1o say
Blades of Steel is dull one-player
gama! With its multiple skill levels
AN and different options, there's

lce hockey doesn't sound like really rivetling
subject matter for a console game, but this is a
thoroughly enjoyable sports simulation which will
keep you coming back te your Nintendo time and
time again.
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plenty of variety o keep a lonesome player happy.
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BY: KONAMI
PRICE: £34.99

RELEASE DATE: DEC
GAME DIFFICULTY: ERSY/MED
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PRESENTATION 82%

Pienty of allraclive presentalion screens o
keep you interesied.

GRAPHIGS 18%

Nice, speedy scrolling with delailed spriles
and deceni animation.

Nol bad al all, with a variety of suitable spot
effects,

Playing ice hockey has never been so much
fun! Control of the leam is simple and
elffeciive.

LASTABILITY 76%

The simple nature of the game may prove o
be its downfall, bul the two-player mode will
have you digging out the cart months from

OVERALL 79%

A fine ice hockey simulation that's well
worth checking out.




