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marican presidents traditionally have a rotien time.
ALI:Wn and Kennedy wera assassinated, Reagan
was shaot, and Bush has go! Dan Quayle. Bul for the
first time ever, the president has been kidnapped. Not
by ordinary, run-of-the-mill terrorists, but by a group of
ninjas - that's right, a group of fourteenth-century
Japanese hired killers have somehow grabbed the
leader of the mos! powerful country in the workd!

For some reason, the Bad Dudes of the ik are the
heroes - Blade and Striker, two musclebound lads in
tee shirts far ioo small for them. Presumably the ninjas
ara the good dudes. Anyway, the workoul freaks travel
through the city, battling pasl various ninja loes, and f
defeating huge end of kevel baddies. Luckily there are &2
a number of tokens scatiered around the streets -
these give extra lima, lile energy, and even invincibility
(for a shorl period).

The anemy comes in a variely of forms and
shapes. The ubiquilous ninjas attack without mercy,
and shuriken throwers appear with alarming regulariy.
Thugs wielding flails and knives atlempl 1o ruin Blade
and Siriker's day, and rather fal, bald genllemen make
an appearance as well

When in two-player mode, each characler appears
al a time, never on screen logelher. The prasident's
life iz in your hands: are you willing 1o lake the
challenge?
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A Blade for is it Striker?) kicks Ninja bol a5 fride
8 spaading truck!
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Beal "em ups are a ried and tesled
formula, and are often the best
games 1o be found. Bad Dudes,
though, is a great disappointment;
the lack of maoves, the poor
animation, and the repetitiveness

; of the challenge makes this & yawn
and a hall. Double Dragon Il is
much, much better than this - BD's
graphics are flat and
two-dimensional in comparison,
and the gameplay non-existence.

Perhaps Nintendo think that the popularity of beal
‘'em ups means thal they can release any mediocre
game and it will still sell like the preverbial warm
scones. Let's hope that the games-buying public
prove them wrong and demand a higher quality of
product in the future. In the meantime buy Double

Dragon Il or wait far Ninja Gaiden. ' Mll HIT:H ”“|
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BAD - YOU KNOW IT
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Michael Jackson claimed he was bad in the BO's,
adding his name to a long list of "bad dudes”. John
McEnroe became the bad boy of tennis al the end of
the 70's because of his tanirums and swearing on
court. The romantic poet Lord Byron, who wrole in the
beginning if the nineteenth century, was considerad 1o
be “mad, bad and dangerous 1o know". Some monks
have bad habits and can be thrown oul of their
monasleries as a resull. Fruit often goes bad, and due
io the lack of adequate councilling there lends lo be
inle chance of Ihem improving their behaviour. And
Gnally, Gary Harrod is definitely the bad egg in the
MEAN MACHIMNES team (he smells like one o).

COMMENT

This Nintendo version of the Bad
Dudes coin-op certainly features
the Dudes. And it's also bad. Very
... bad. The graphics are the most
v flickery I've ever seen on a
Nintendo game and make this
““’ = incredibly l'rumlling_ln play, since
t"r 1,"'!'1' hall the time you can'l see whal's
' ® going on - the enemy shuriken are

= == particularly difficult to see. Not

only are the graphics lickery,

J ULlﬁN they're also rubbish. The bland
backdrops lack depth and the spriles are crude,
poorly animated and jerk and cripple their way
around the screen - the whole thing just looks a
ghasily shambles. The gameplay is awful too, with
@ distinct lack of variety and combat moves. Even
if you're the biggest beat 'em up fan in the worid,
give this a migs.

Armoured enemias like this guy take a lof of

punches.

¥ Siriker kesps on trucking.

BY: DATA EAST
PRICE: £34.99

RELEASE DATE: MAR
GAME DIFFICULTY: MEDIUM
LIVES: 3

PRESENTATION 80%

g niro seguences are easily the De
phoul this game, describing the scenario in

an atfractive way.

e sprites are jerky and woefully animated,
he screen Mickers, and the backgrounds

prgn f wp o much elther.

Preity feeble iunes and medipocre effecis

hardly make an impact.
Ag playable as foolball in a closet, Bad
Dudes starts in a monolonous fashion

LASTABILITY  29%

it's uniikely that you'll want to plough
through ils leveis due to its appailing
banality.

OVERALL 39

Bad by name, bad by nalure - avoid this
game If you have any standards.




